
Molly in the Mineshaft was founded in 2014 in Provo, Utah while its members were attending college and 
performing with other bands. Their purpose is to uplift, entertain, and inspire people of all ages through 
high-energy, diverse music. The band’s music reveals their wide range of musical influences and features 
flavors of contemporary folk, bluegrass, blues, jazz, Celtic, and rock. Members of the band have performed 
throughout North America and Europe, including the United States, Mexico, Croatia, France, Switzerland, 
and Spain. Their audiences range from Elementary school children to international dignitaries. 

Awards and recognition include three-time national twin-fiddle champion;  “Best of State” small instru-
mental group; “Best Original Composition”, Utah Percussive Arts Society; and a combined 7 state instru-
ment championships in violin, banjo, and mandolin. Members of the group have shared the stage with 
Natalie MacMaster, Bar J Wranglers, Rory Feek, Jon Schmidt, Lincoln Highway, Evan J. Marshall, Cold Creek, 
and the Lux Singers. 

Band members have degrees in music education, business, English, and occupational therapy. Outside of 
school and music, they serve their communities at youth camps, church organizations, senior living                   
centers, hospitals, and schools. 
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Alex represents the East Coast in the band, and claims North Carolina as 
his home. He graduated from BYU with a degree in music education.  

After graduation, Alex taught elementary school in a French-immersion 
program. The only thing softer than his beard is his heart. He also              

performs with Grizzly Goat, a folk-rock band based out of  Provo, UT.
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Erin, the newest member of Molly in the Mineshaft, 
is originally from southern California. Her SoCal 
roots automatically result in her love of eating at In
-n-Out while watching other people surf. Her                 
musical tastes are varied, as evidenced by her recent bagpipe acquisi-
tion. Erin is Utah’s 2013 state mandolin champion, and currently works 
as a luthier.  
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Grace hails from Pleasant Grove, UT and graduated 
with a degree in Art History.  She is a three-time      

national twin-fiddling champion, and has won many state and regional 
contests too. With a voice straight out of the 1920s, and fiddling that is 
out of this world, Grace is sure to simultaneously soothe your ears and 
boost your heart rate. She also plays with the Charlie Jenkins band and 

the Clog America band. 
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Jordan graduated from BYU, and completed his 
Master’s Degree in occupational therapy at the 
University of Utah. He started playing cello in 4th grade, and picked up 
the banjo a few years later. He enjoys pushing the musical boundaries 
of the cello and his old-time banjo style. Other hobbies and interests 
include biking, camping, volleyball, relaxing in his hammock, and using 
the Oxford comma. Jordan is Utah’s 2016 banjo champion. He currently 
works as an occupational therapist in Logan, UT.  
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Josh chose to play bass as a result of his brothers’ desire to have a     
bassist in the family band. Since then, Josh has used this low-tone              

instrument in orchestras, jazz bands, percussion ensembles, pep bands, 
and drumline. He has played with Brigham Young University’s ROC 

Band, Symphony Orchestra, and a jazz combo. He is currently a                   
sophomore studying Information Systems, but spends most of his spare 

time playing music with his current bands: Molly in the Mineshaft and 
Hour Glass.
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Talmage started teaching himself guitar in 6th 
grade, and would regularly wake up early and hurry home from school 
to practice more. During high school, he became heavily involved in 
jazz music and later moved into Folk Music in college. His professional 
career started at age 16 when he spent a summer in Cedar City with the 
Utah Shakespearian Festival. Since then he has performed for numerous 
weddings, parties, and social events. Talmage has a Bachelors in                   
Business Management from BYU and works full-time as a Demand                   
Planner for a company in Lehi, UT.  
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Scott is a native of Orem, UT. He studied music performance at BYU, 
and currently works for a software company in Utah County. Scott is a 

versatile musician who wows audiences with his precise percussion and 
piano playing. With Molly in the Mineshaft, Scott typically plays the                  

cajón, a Peruvian instrument sometimes called a “drum set-in-a-box.” 
He also performs with Grizzly Goat, a folk-rock band based out                          

of Provo, UT. 
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Doug Patterson: Accordion   Gwen Gates: Violin,  

Lucy Larsen: Voice, Guitar,    Nathan Haines: Percussion     

Isaac Geslison: Guitar, Banjo 
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Molly in the Mineshaft loves to play. Anywhere. Really. From mental hospitals to fancy-shmancy diplomat 
dinners and everything in between, we’d love to add some fun to your stage, park, porch, church, or castle. 
Here are a few options for performances, including cost estimates. Travel beyond 100 miles of Provo, UT 
will include more financial negotiations at contract time. Block bookings welcome.  

Concert: $3,500  

Two 45-minute sets of contemporary bluegrass music and original compositions 
with a 15-minute intermission at your concert hall. Fun and engaging, with stories 
and banter along with toe-tapping tunes like David’s Jig, Glory Bound, and The 
Devil Went Down to Georgia.  

Storytelling and Cowboy Poetry Festivals: $3,500 

We’ll add a festive atmosphere to your outdoor festival!               
Bluegrass music and cowboy poetry go together like spurs and boots. Horses and               

harnesses. Campfires and guitars. You get the picture. We can anchor on a stage, or 
walk around, interacting with the public.  

Music Festivals: 30-minute opening set $1,500, 60-minute set $2,500 

As a headliner or opening act, Molly in the Mineshaft loves outdoor music festivals. 
We’d love to headline, but also enjoy sharing the stage with your big stars. Especially 
if we are groupies (we’ll try not to drool.) We’ll get your audience all pumped and 
ready for the main event.  

Special Needs Concerts: $1,000 with another concert or $2,500 alone 
60-minute concert 

One of our specialties are Sensory-friendly / Special Needs concerts. With a few                      
accommodations, everyone can be a successful concert-goer and we love to make that 

happen. Before the concert, we provide a Social Experience Book in print and online 
form to prepare your special needs patrons for the concert. As they come in, we help 

them make a simple bracelet shaker to make music along with us. The concert is                   
unplugged with minimal microphones, and the lights are usually left on. We love partic-

ipation, and no one cares if someone vocalizes along with us, or moves freely around 
the venue. We’d love to partner with your local music store to offer a musical “petting 
zoo” before the concert to allow your special needs patrons to try out the instruments 

they’ll see on stage.  

Weddings or Business Events: $2,500 60-minute set 

Whether love or a big corporate deal is in the air, we’re happy to fill your space with music.  
We’ve even been known to dress up on occasion. Just let us know whether you are going 
for classy or casual. We’ll deliver.  



 

 

School Outreach Programs  

50-minute presentations 
$500 with other booking, or $3,500 for several schools in one day without a concert  

 

Musical Passports: Elementary School  

What’s better than an audience full of adults? An audience full of kids! We’d love to bring your                       
students on a trip they’ll never forget, filled with folk music from across the globe. With an                              
Elementary Music teacher playing in Molly, we understand the importance of aligning with your arts               
standards. All programs are age-appropriate and participation-based. Study guides are available. 
We can also customize a program making folk instruments or writing songs.    

 

Middle School, High School, College 

 Lecture/Demonstration: The Long and Complicated History of Bluegrass Music (with lots of tunes!) 

 Mini-Concert with Q&A: Limited concert rep with audience participation 

 Masterclasses on Bluegrass methods for banjo, guitar, bass, and voice. 

  Cajón Alone: Traditional percussionists will love to learn about this portable rhythm section.  

 Mandolin for Strings (or Come to the Dark Side): Your string players may not know that adding mad 
 mando skills is within their reach!   

 

Nursing Homes and Hospitals  

 50-minute presentations 
 $500 with other booking, or $3,500 for several stops in one day without a concert  

Concerts or sing-alongs are popular at nursing homes, care centers, retirement apartments, or                     
hospitals. We’d love to share favorites everyone will know and relate to. We can work with your                 
Activities Director to plan just what you are looking for.  

 



 
“Molly in the Mineshaft was a real hit on our college campus. I can’t say enough about the musicianship of 

these players. They had a great variety of music that kept people from kids to college students to older 
community concert-goers very interested. It was an exceptional evening of great music by some                            

up-and-coming players.” 

Don Sparhawk, Center Stage Performing Arts Series, BYU-Idaho  

 

“Molly in the Mineshaft performed in an assembly for Washington Elementary School for 600 students, 
grades K-6. I was impressed by the degree of personal interest the performers took in our students.  Molly 
in the Mineshaft band members went into the cafeteria to talk with students before the performance, and 
spent time connecting with the students afterwards.  The group also sought out from me an understanding 
of our school culture before the performance, and incorporated some elements in their concert to make a 
further cultural connection. Finally, the concert was high energy and entertaining—just the right length for 
elementary students. For most of our students, bluegrass was entirely a new genre.  While the band                  
performed traditional pieces, they also performed modern pieces in a bluegrass style that helped the               
students connect to the new sounds. 

I would recommend Molly in the Mineshaft to any school of any age group for an assembly.  Their                 
presentation is energetic, educational, and developmentally and culturally sensitive.” 

Deborah Wynkoop, Washington Elementary School 

 

“I wanted to share our immense gratitude to you and your amazing bandmates for such a spectacular 
evening at Sundance!!!  Our Lab Partners had such a great time and enjoyed your group                                       

tremendously.  We even heard that our party was better than any Bar Mitzvah they had been to - which is 
quite a compliment!!! We want to be sure to book you for our event next year. Mark your calendar now!!!   

Kathy Doherty, The Experience Lab 

 

Thanks so much for a fantastic Special Needs Concert. The music was totally fantastic, but above that, I re-
ally appreciated how welcoming the whole band was to all our patrons with special needs, regardless of 
ability. Your audience involvement was spot-on and the concert was such an inclusive experience. Plus, you 
were sooo easy to work with, friendly, and polite...basically, everything a presenter is looking for! Thanks 
for coming! 

Monique Michel-Duarte, emPOWERme Program Director 

 

I went out on a bit of limb to feature Bluegrass music on my performing arts series, and I admit I was a lit-
tle nervous. But WOW! My audience ate it up. Completely. The vocals were stunning, your playing was out 
of this world, and your interaction with the audience was warm and engaging. Did I mention you guys can 

play?! There is some serious talent in Molly in the Mineshaft. What a delightful show. Thanks! 

Alison Moulton, Executive Director, Caldwell Fine Arts 

... 



?  
(and why is she in the mineshaft?) 

 

None of the lovely ladies in the band                  
answer to Molly (or the gents for that                 
matter). So why the name? Well, there are two 
stories floating out there. You decide.  
 

Origin Story #1: In 2015, there was an inspir-
ing  rescue worthy of memorializing with a 
bluegrass band name. Okay, the rescue was of 
a bovine, but it was a rescue nonetheless.  

 

A 1,200 lb, 9-year-old cow wandered away while     
looking for greener pastures and fell into an old 
mineshaft in California. She spent three days there               
before her dramatic rescue was captured on news        
cameras and she was reunited with her loving owner. 
The cow’s name? You guessed it...Molly. In the 
Mineshaft. Really, how could we resist?  
 

Origin story #2: A few years back when we started playing gigs together, but had to 
make up band names for each gig, like “Lucy Tingey and the Magic Candy Beans,” 
“Stationing Mr. Sun,” “Ruminating Ingots,” and “Bug in the Bellows.” Eventually we                    
realized we needed a consistent name. With 7 people’s opinions in the mix, it was hard 
to come to a consensus. We decided we liked the sound of “Molly in the Mineshaft,” 
and the name was born. 

 

 

 

 



Teachers, 

Thanks for allowing us to visit your school! We’re                   
excited to teach your students more about music from 
around the world with our “Musical Passports”                        
program. We’ll take your students on a musical journey 
through the cultures of a dozen different countries as we 
teach about Folk Music around the world and right her in the 
USA.  

The following music standards may be helpful to consider before our program:  

How do we judge the quality of musical works and performances? 

Mu:Re9.1.K b With guidance, apply personal and expressive preferences in the evaluation of music.  

MU:Re9.1.1 a With limited guidance, apply personal and expressive preferences in the evaluation of music for spe-
cific purposes.  

MU:Re9.1.2 a Apply personal and expressive preferences in the evaluation of music for specific purposes.  

MU:Re9.1.3a Evaluate musical works and performances, applying established criteria , and describe appropriateness 
to the context. 

MU:Re9.1.4a Evaluate musical works and performances, applying established criteria, and explain appropriateness 
to the context.  

MU:Re.1.5a Evaluate musical works and performances, applying established criteria, and explain appropriateness to 
the context, citing evidence from the elements of music.  

 

These Etiquette Guidelines may help you prepare your class for our visit:  

 

Be prepared and arrive early. 

Allow for travel time, if necessary, and plan to be in your seats before the performance begins.  

Be aware and remain quiet.  

Even the smallest sounds, like rustling papers and whispering, can be heard during a performance, so it’s 
best to stay quiet so that everyone can enjoy the performance without distractions.  

Show appreciation by applauding.  

Applause is the best way to show your enthusiasm and appreciation. Performers return their appreciation 
for your attention by bowing to the audience at the end of the show. It’s always appropriate to applaud 
at the end of a performance, and it is customary to continue clapping until the curtain comes down or 
the house lights come up.  

Participate by responding to the action onstage.  

Sometimes during a performance, you may respond by laughing, crying or 
sighing. By all means, feel free to do so! Appreciation can be shows in many 
ways, depending upon the art form. For instance, an audience attending a 
string quartet performance will sit very quietly, while the audience at a gospel 
concert may be inspired to participate by clapping and shouting.  

Concentrate to help the performers.  

Performers use concentration to focus their energy while on stage. If the audi-
ence is focused while watching the performance, the artists feel supported 
and can do their best work. They can feel that you are with them.  

Musical Passports 

 



Bluegrass Instruments 
Bluegrass music uses many instruments. Can you draw a line from the                             
instrument to its name? Color any instrument you saw on stage today.  

Cajon 

 

Violin 

 

Mandolin 

 

Guitar 

 

Upright Bass 

 

Banjo 



Molly in the Mineshaft 
School Outreach 
Molly in the Mineshaft plays traditional music 
from all around the world! The main style they 
play is called bluegrass music. Bluegrass music 
was created out of many groups of people leaving 
their homes and coming to America hundreds of 
years ago. People from Ireland, Scotland, Wales, 
and England brought dances and story songs to 
America. African Americans added new sounds 
and instruments, including the banjo. These 
groups all came together to mix up their music 
ideas into the wonderful style we now call Blue-
grass.  

Listen to see if you can hear sounds in bluegrass that remind you of other types of music! 

Sometimes in Bluegrass music, the players take turns improvising the melody of a song, while the others play back-
up.  

Listen for times when one player takes the lead!  

Give it a Grade!  
You get grades at school. Would you like to give grown-ups a grade? Think about what you like about mu-
sic, then give this concert a grade! 

What do you like? What is important? Costumes? Lights? Loud and soft or fast and slow? Lots of energy? 
Write down 3 things to grade, then grade the performers. 

               What is important to you?      Grade (A,B,C,D,F) 

 1._______________________________________________         __________________ 

 2._______________________________________________         __________________ 

3._______________________________________________         __________________ 

Reflect 
What did you like about the concert you heard today?  

             Draw a picture or write sentences about your favorite part.  



Presented by ____________ 
 
 

For Molly in the Mineshaft 
Date  

Location 

 Concert Guide 



 Parking Lot 
It’s time for a concert! To get to the concert, 
I might ride in a car or on a bus. We will park 
our car or bus in a parking lot while we are at 

the concert.  

The parking lot is on 20th and Fillmore at             
The College of Idaho.  



Langroise Recital Hall 
This is Langroise Recital Hall. It is                  

beautiful! There is a back door by the park-
ing lot, and a door on the right side of the 

building. I will go to the right of the               
building to enter through the big glass 

doors.   



Box Office 

I might already have tickets to this concert, 
or I may need to visit the Box Office. I may 

need to wait in line before I am seated. I can 
wait patiently for my turn.   



 Instrument Petting Zoo 
I will get to touch many instruments!                      

Dorsey Music will bring instruments for me to 
explore. I will be very careful.  I may get to 

touch the instruments before the concert, or 
maybe I will touch the instruments after the 

concert is over.  



 Entrance 

It is almost time! This is where I will enter 
Langroise Recital Hall. (Langroise is pronounced 

like Lang– Royce). I will practice using a quiet 
voice when I enter the auditorium. This is a   

special place to be.  



 My Seat 

I can help to find my seat. My seat will have 
a letter for the row, and a number for the 
seat on that row. This is like a treasure 
hunt! 



 The Concert Hall 

Once I am in my seat, I will practice waiting          
quietly for the concert to begin. There will be 
others in the concert hall. The lights will get a 
little darker except for onstage. The musicians 

need to see!  



 The Concert Begins! 
Molly in the Mineshaft will start playing. I will see many           
instruments. I will see a violin, mandolin, cello, guitar,    

banjo, and drum. I might recognize some of these                          
instruments. I will see microphones and hear people               

talking and singing. I may have a chance to sing along.  

I will practice being a good listener. When the band is 
done playing, I can clap my hands to show that I like it.    



 Restrooms 

I may need to use the restroom while I am here. 
I will try to wait between songs. The restrooms 

are located near the elevator.  



 Lobby 

If I need a quiet place to take a break              
during the concert, I can wait in the lobby. I 

can return in between songs.   



Musicians 
The musicians will be able to greet me when the 
concert is over. I can shake their hands and tell 
them what I liked about the concert. They are 

happy to talk to me!  



 Goodbye!  

Thanks for coming!  
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